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EXDIS 
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TAGS: PFOR, IR, AF 

SUB J : THE SHAH'S VIEWS OF AFGHANISTAN 


SUMMARY: SHAH BELIEVES AFGHANISTAN NOW FIRMLY UNDER SOVIET 
CONTROL. COUP CAME FIVE YEARS EARLY, BEFORE IRAN'S EASTERN 
BASES WERE READY. HE EXPECTS SOVIETS TO MOVE SLOWLY, BUT 
ANTICIPATES EVENTUAL AFGHAN STIMULATION OF THE BALUCHISTAN 
AND PUSHTUNISTAN ISSUES. SARDAR ABDUL WALL FORMER KING ZAHIR 
SHAH'S SON-IN-LAW, WILL BE VISITING IRAN SOON. SHAH PROFESSED 
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NOT TO KNOW PRECISELY WHAT WALI WANTED, BUT THOUGHT PERHAPS IT 
WOULD BE BETTER FOR HIM TO BE BASED SOMEWHERE ELSE, PERHAPS 
SAUDI- ARABIA. SHAH REALIZED POSSIBILITIES OF DIRECT COUNTER- 
ACTION VIS-A-VIS NEW AFGHAN GOVERNMENT ARE VERY LIMITED. END 


1 . DURING MY AUDIENCE WITH THE SHAH ON JULY 9. HE SAID, 

AS HE HAS BEFORE, THAT THE COUP, ALTHOUGH ANTICIPATED, HAD 
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COME BEFORE EXPECTED. THE KGB HAND WAS CLEAR, BECAUSE 
WHENEVER BEFORE HAS THE MILITARY IMMEDIATELY HANDED OVER 
POWER TO THE CIVILIANS? IN THIS INSTANCE HE THOUGHT, 

OUTSIDERS HAD SO DIRECTED. AFGHANISTAN IS UNDER THE CONTROL 
OF THE SOVIETS, HE CONCLUDED. 

2. HE EXPECTED THE SOVIETS TO MOVE SLOWLEY; THEY WILL WANT 
THE CURRENT REGIME TO BE FIRMLY IN POWER BEFORE TAKING 
FURTHER MOVES. FIRST, WILL COME LAND REFORM ("WHO CAN 
OPPOSE LAND REFORM I MYSELF HAVE DONE IT"), BUT THE LAND 
REFORM WILL UNDERMINE THE POWER OF THE TRADITIONAL TRIBAL 
LEADERS AND OTHERS. THE RELIGOUS LEADERS WILL BE NEXT 
AND, IN FACT, ARE BEING DEALT WITH HARSHLY NOW. 

3. AFTER THE REGIME IS WELL ESTABLISHED, IT WILL TURN TO 
THE BALUCHISTAN AND PUSHTUNISTAN ISSUES. ALSO, IMPLICITY 
REFERRING TO THE HELM AND WATERS AGREEMENT, "WE HAVE REASON 
TO BELIEVE THE BBC REPORT ON THE NON-RECOGNITION OF PREVIOUS 
AGREEMENTS WAS ACCURATE". 

4. THE AFGHANS SAY THEY WANT AID FROM ALL SOURCES, HE 
SAID, BUT THAT IT IS NATURAL FOR THE SOVIETS TO SUPPORT 
THIS POSITION. ANY THIRD COUNTRY AID REDUCES THE BURDEN 
ON THE SOVIETS. HOWEVER, FOR THE PRESENT, THERE WAS NO 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO WAIT AND SEE, HE SAID, (AT THE SAME TIME 
LEAVING NO DOUBT BY HIS GESTURES THAT HE WAS VERY PESSIMISTIC). 
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5. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION, HE ADMITTED TO NOT HAVING 
A CLEAR IDEA NOR MUCH INFORMATION ABOUT THE EXTENT AND 
ORGANIZATION OF THE OPPOSITION TO TARAKI. THE EXILE OF 
THE PARCHAMISTS STILL LEFT AFGHANISAN IN THE HANDS OF THE 
SOVIETS WHO WILL BE PATIENT. HE THEN SAID THAT SARDAR 
ABDUL WALI, THE SON-IN-LAW OF FORMER KING ZAHIR SHAH, WILL 
BE VISITING IRAN SOON. THE SHAH SAID THAT HE SAW NO 
REASON TO DENY THE VISIT WHICH WILL BE HANDLED WITH 
DISCRETION. HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT PRECISELY ABDUL WALI 
WANTED BUT PERHAPS IT WOULD BE BETTER FOR HIM TO SET UP HIS 
BASE OF OPERATIONS, IF THAT IS WHAT HE WANTED, IN SAUDI 
ARABIA-ALSO A GOOD MUSLIM COUNTRY. 

6. COMMENT: THERE WAS LITTLE THAT WAS NEW IN THIS PART OF 
OUR CONVERSATION (EXCEPT THE VISIT OF ABDUL WALI) BUT THE 
SHAH EMPHASIZED THAT AFGHANISTAN, IN HIS VIEW, IS GONE. 

AS A PRAGMATIST, HE REALIZED THAT POSSIBILITIES OF DIRECT 
COUNTERACTION ARE VERY LIMITED AND IS LOOKING AHEAD TO THE 
NEXT PROBLEM (PAKISTAN). ALTHOUGH HE HAS SLIGHT "I TOLD 
YOU SO" APPROACH, HE WAS NOT CRITICAL ABOUT US POLICY. 

AT A LATER POINT HE REFERRED BACK TO AFGHANISTAN AND 
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SAID THAT HIS DEFENSE PLANS WERE FIVE YEARS BEHIND SCHEDULE: 

THE COUP CAME EARLY AND IRAN'S EASTERN BASES WHERE NOT 
COMPLETED. 

NZAAS UNQTE CHRISTOPHER 
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